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PICTURE BOOK 

 

LET IT SHINE   
BRYAN, ASHLEY  

9780689847325 HC  $17.60  
With a kaleidoscope of color and cut paper, Hans Christian Anderson Award nominee and two-time 
Coretta Scott King Award winner Ashley Bryan celebrates three favorite spirituals: "This Little Light 
of Mine," "Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In," and "He's Got the Whole World in His Hands." The 
power of these beloved songs simply emanates through his joyous interpretations. Come, sing, and 
celebrate! 

 
 
 

UNSPOKEN - A STORY FROM THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD   
COLE, HENRY  

9780545399975 HC  $15.20  
When a farm girl discovers a runaway slave hiding in the barn, she is at once startled and 
frightened. But the stranger's fearful eyes weigh upon her conscience, and she must make a 
difficult choice. Will she have the courage to help him? Unspoken gifts of humanity unite the girl 
and the runaway as they each face a journey: one following the North Star, the other following her 

heart. 
 
 

VIRGIE GOES TO SCHOOL WITH US BOYS   
HOWARD, ELIZABETH  

9780689800764 HC  $18.80  
All Virgie wants is to go to school with her brothers George, Will, Nelson, Val, and C. C. But they 
keep saying she's too little for the long, seven-mile walk, and that girls don't need school. Well, 
Virgie doesn't agree, and she's not gonna let anything stand in her way. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MICHAEL'S GOLDEN RULES   
JORDAN, DELORIS  

9780689870163 HC  $16.00  
Jonathan wants to win more than anything. But the Badgers haven't seen much of that lately. For 
Jonathan, the only good thing about the baseball season is being on the same team as his best 
friend, Michael. Jonathan wants to believe in himself and his team, but it's getting harder to do. 
Then when Michael's uncle Jack tells the boys about his golden rules of baseball, Jonathan is 
confused. What could Uncle Jack mean -- there is more to a good game than winning or losing? 
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GIANT STEPS TO CHANGE THE WORLD   
LEE, SPIKE  

9780689868153 HC  $16.00  
Using examples of people throughout history who have taken "giant steps", this book urges kids to 
follow in their footsteps and not be hindered by fear or a sense that you are not good enough. 
Despite the challenges, even the smallest step can change the world. So, what's your next step 
going to be? 

 
 
 

 

JANUARY'S SPARROW   
POLACCO, PATRICIA  

9780399250774 HC  $21.38  
In the middle of the night, The Crosswhites must flee the Kentucky plantation they work on. Dear 
January has been beaten and killed by the plantation master, and they fear who may be next. But 
Sadie must leave behind her most valuable possession, the wooden sparrow carved for her by 
January. Through the Underground Railroad, the Crosswhites make the slow and arduous journey 
to Marshall, Michigan, where they finally live in freedom. And there they stay, happily, until the day 
ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ 

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳ.έ 

 
 
 

AUNT HARRIET'S UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN THE SKY  
RINGGOLD, FAITH  

9780517885437 PB  $7.20  
Cassie and her brother Be Be meet a train full of people, and Be Be joins them. But the train departs 
before Cassie can climb aboard. With Harriet Tubman as her guide, Cassie retraces the steps 
escaping slaves took on the real Underground Railroad and is finally reunited with her brother at 
the story's end. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MY UNCLE MARTIN'S BIG HEART   
WATKINS, ANGELA  

9780810989757 HC  $22.46  
In this inspiring story about Martin Luther King Jr.τtold from the perspective of his young nieceτ
readers will gain personal insight into one of the most influential figures of the twentieth century. 
As Angela Farris Watkins introduces children to her uncle, she presents them with a rare glimpse 
into his life at home, including special family moments. What unfolds is a story of character and 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
of the United States. 
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ADVANCED PICTURE BOOK 

 

WHITE WATER   
BANDY, MICHAEL  

9780763636784 HC  $15.20  
It's a scorching hot day, and going into town with Grandma is one of Michael's favorite things. 
When the bus pulls up, they climb in and pay their fare, get out, walk to the back door, and climb in 
again. By the time they arrive in town, Michael's throat is as dry as a bone, so he runs to the water 
fountain. But after a few sips, the warm, rusty water tastes bad. Why is the kid at the "Whites Only" 
fountain still drinking? Is his water clear and refreshingly cool? No matter how much trouble 
Michael might get into, he's determined to find out for himself. 

 
 
 

TEAMMATES   
BARBER, TIKI  

9781416924890 HC  $17.60  
Tiki and Ronde are brothers, best friends, and teammates on the Cave Spring Vikings football team. 
It's the last preseason game against their arch-rival Knights -- and the football is suddenly knocked 
out of Tiki's grip. What gives, he thinks, I've always carried the ball this way before. Inspired by 
Coach Mike, who tells Tiki, "You've gotta believe," Tiki begins secret practice sessions with Ronde in 
the morning on the way to school. Will it make a difference in the next big game against the 
Knights? 
 

 
 
 

OUR CHILDREN CAN SOAR   
COOK, MICHELLE  

9781599907833 HC  $7.13  
This unique picture book is part history, part poetry, and entirely inspirational. It takes the reader 
step by simple step through the cumulative story of the US Civil Rights Movement, showing how 
select pioneers' achievements led up to the landmark moment when we elected our first black 
president. Each historical figure is rendered by a different award-winning illustrator, highlighting 
the singular and vibrant contribution that each figure made. 
 

 
 
 

TASTE OF COLORED WATER   
FAULKNER, MATT  

9781416916291 HC  $16.80  
Lulu and her cousin Jelly grab the chance to make their first trip to the big city because they want to 
ǘŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ [ǳƭǳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
demonstrations they seeτuntil they use a drinking fountain and are driven off by a yelling 
policeman and his vicious dog. 
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DAVE THE POTTER   
HILL, LABAN  

9780316107310 HC  $12.95 
Dave was an extraordinary artist, poet, and potter living in South Carolina in the 1800s. He 
combined his superb artistry with deeply observant poetry, carved onto his pots, transcending 
the limitations he faced as a slave. 
 

 
 
 
 

I HAVE A DREAM   
KING, MARTIN  

9780375858871 HC  $17.60  
On August 28, 1963, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on Washington, Martin 
Luther King gave one of the most powerful and memorable speeches in our nation's history. His 
words, paired with Caldecott Honor winner Kadir Nelson's magnificent paintings, make for a picture 
book certain to be treasured by children and adults alike. 

 
 
 
 

SIT-IN: HOW FOUR FRIENDS STOOD UP BY SITTING DOWN  
PINKNEY, ANDREA  

9780316070164 HC  $14.00  
This picture book is a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the momentous Woolworth's lunch 
counter sit-in, when four college students staged a peaceful protest that became a defining 
moment in the struggle for racial equality and the growing civil rights movement. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THIS IS THE DREAM   
SHORE, DIANE  
9780060555191 HC  $18.00  
Our nation was founded on the belief that all men are created equal. Nearly two hundred years 
after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, slavery had been abolished but America was 
still segregated. Then: Enter the students who marched into the first desegregated school, the 
passengers who boycotted the buses, and the leaders who stood up and spoke out. When they 
started, it was all just a dream. . . . Through striking, powerful verse and gorgeous, detailed 
illustrations, this is the dream catalogs the American experience before, during, and after the civil 
rights movement. Come along on this incredible journey, and see how far we've come in attaining 
freedom and justice for all. 
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JUNIOR FICTION 

 

DESPERATE ROAD TO FREEDOM   
BRADFORD, KARLEEN  

9780545996198 HC  $13.60  
Julia May and her family have done the unthinkable. They have fled from their life of slavery on a 
tobacco plantation in Virginia, and are making their way north, on foot, where they have heard that 
slaves can live free. Their story, told through Julia May's journal entries, is gruelling. Their journey 
takes them through swamps, travelling by night and hiding by day. It is a harrowing, terrifying 
experience, but determination to find a new life in Canada keeps them going. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

MY NAME IS HENRY BIBB   
COOPER, AFUA  

9781553378136 HC  $13.56  
Often shocking, always compelling, Afua Cooper's novel is based on the life of Henry Bibb, an 
American slave who after repeated attempts escaped in 1841 to become an anti-slavery speaker, 
author and founder of a Black newspaper. Cooper takes painstakingly researched details about 
slavery and weaves an intimate story of Bibb's young life, which is overshadowed by inconceivable 
brutality. The first-person narrative, convincingly told in Henry's voice, traces Bibb's boyhood, 
marriage, fatherhood and the developing awareness of his bondage and his determination to break 
free of it or die. 

 
 
 

 

MIGHTY MISS MALONE   
CURTIS, CHRISTOPHER  

9780440422143 PB  $7.20  
"We are a family on a journey to a place called wonderful" is the motto of Deza Malone's family. 
Deza is the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out by teachers for a special path in 
life. But it's 1936 and the Great Depression has hit Gary hard, and there are no jobs for black men. 
When her beloved father leaves to find work, Deza, Mother, and her older brother, Jimmie, go in 
search of him, and end up in a Hooverville outside Flint, Michigan. Jimmie's beautiful voice inspires 
him to leave the camp to be a performer, while Deza and Mother find a new home, and cling to the 
hope that they will find Father. The twists and turns of their story reveal the devastation of the 
Depression and prove that Deza truly is the Mighty Miss Malone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Black History K - 8 
 

 

ORDER FROM:   tinlids inc.  130 Martin Ross Avenue, Toronto, ON  M3J 2L4 

ph 416-665-5663/1-800-461-9397   fx 416-665-0775/1-800-461-9405 

orders@tinlids.ca  www.tinlids.ca 

6 
Prices are net and subject to change 

INTERMEDIATE FICTION 

 

CHAINS   
ANDERSON, LAURIE  

9781416905851 HC  $16.00  
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. 
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate 
become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for 
the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with 
ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for 
invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her 
loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with freedom. 

 
 
 

 
 

ELIJAH OF BUXTON   
CURTIS, CHRISTOPHER  

9780439023450 PB  $7.20  
The first child born into freedom in Buxton, Ontario, a settlement of runaway slaves just over the 
border from Detroit, Elijah is best known in his hometown as the boy who threw up on Frederick 
Douglass. Not on purpose, of course, he was just a baby then! But things change when a former 
slave calling himself the Right Reverend Zephariah W. Connerly the Third steals money from Elijah's 
friend Mr. Leroy, who has been saving to buy his family out of captivity in the South. Elijah joins Mr. 
Leroy on a dangerous journey to America in pursuit of the disreputable preacher, and he discovers 
firsthand the unimaginable horrors of the life his parents have fled a life from which he'll always be 
free, if he can find the courage to get back home. 

 
 
 
 

WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM - 1963  
CURTIS, CHRISTOPHER  

9780440228004 PB  $7.20  
When Kenny's  13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to be too much trouble,  they head South to 
Birmingham to visit Grandma, the  one person who can shape him up. And they happen to  be in 
Birmingham when Grandma's church is blown  up. 
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MORNING STAR 
PLAXTON, JUDITH  

9781897187975 PB  $8.76  
Flower and her parents are escaped slaves, going north to freedom via the Underground Railroad. 
Over 150 years later, Felicia is starting grade 8 at a new school in a small town in Ontario that was a 
terminus for the Underground Railroad. She has to write about her ancestry for a class project, but 
is afraid her clasǎƳŀǘŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ CƭƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
freedom in Canada, helped and sheltered by many. Felicia discovers that her grandfather was a 
porter on the railways and this point of family pride helps her face down a bully. Two girls at 
opposite ends of history. 

 
 

 

GRAPHIC NOVEL 

 

BESSIE COLEMAN - DARING STUNT PILOT   
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736879033 PB  $7.16  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of Bessie Coleman, the daring stunt pilot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HARRIET TUBMAN & THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD  
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736838290 HC  $32.13  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of Harriet Tubman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JACKIE ROBINSON   
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736861977 PB  $7.16  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of Jackie Robinson, the first black major league baseball 
player. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - GREAT CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER  
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736896610 PB  $7.16  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of the great civil rights leader. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NAT TURNER'S SLAVE REBELLION   
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736868792 PB  $7.16  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of Nat Turner and the slave rebellion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WILMA RUDOLPH - OLYMPIC TRACK STAR   
GRAPHIC LIBRARY  

9780736868884 PB  $7.16  
In graphic novel format, tells the story of Olympic great, Wilma Rudolph. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
STILL I RISE   
LAIRD, ROLAND  

9781402762260 PB  $12.76 
Still I Rise is a critically acclaimed work with an impressive scope: the entire history of Black 
America, told in an accessible graphic-novel form. Updated from its original versionτwhich ended 
with the Million Man Marchτit now extends from the early days of colonial slavery right through 
ǘƻ .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 
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TRADTIONAL TALES 

 

FOLLOW THE DRINKING GOURD   
WINTER, JEANETTE  
9780394896946 HC  $18.40  
Winter's story begins with a peg-leg sailor who aids slaves on their escape on the Underground 
Railroad. While working for plantation owners, Peg Leg Joe teaches the slaves a song about the 
drinking gourd (the Big Dipper). A couple, their son, and two others make their escape by following 
the song's directions. 

 
 

 

PEOPLE COULD FLY: AMERICAN BLACK FOLKTALES   
HAMILTON, VIRGINIA  

9780394869254 HC  $22.40  
The well-known author retells 24 black American folk tales in sure storytelling voice: animal tales, 
supernatural tales, fanciful and cautionary tales, and slave tales of freedom. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NON - FICTION 
 

M.L.K. ς THE JOURNEY OF A KING   
BOLDEN, TONYA  

9780810954762 HC  $21.56  
In the tradition of her award-winning book Maritcha, Tonya Bolden brings words and pictures 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΥ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΣ WǊΦτor M.L.K. 
/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ YƛƴƎΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀǇŜτǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊτis the rope 
that binds all peoples together. This philosophy came forward in his sermons, in his daily practice, 
and especially in his support of nonviolent protests. 

 
 

 
 

ROSA   
GIOVANNI, NIKKI  
9780805071061 HC  $17.06 
Fifty years after her refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama, city bus, Mrs. Rosa 
Parks is still one of the most important figures in the American civil rights movement. This picture- 
book tribute to Mrs. Parks is a celebration of her courageous action and the events that followed. 
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ROSA'S BUS   
KITTINGER, JO  

9781590787229 HC  $13.47  
Like all buses in Montgomery, Alabama, in the 1950s, bus #2857 was segregated: white 
passengers sat in the front and black passengers sat in the back. Bus #2857 was an ordinary 
public bus until a woman named Rosa Parks, who had just put in a long day as a seamstress, 
refused to give up her seat to a white passenger. Her arrest sparked the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott, a major event in the Civil Rights moment, led by a young minister named Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
 

 

MUHAMMAD ALI - THE PEOPLE'S CHAMPION   
MYERS, WALTER  

9780060291310 HC  $18.00 
Acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers recounts the champ's most famous fights and examines the 
depth and complexity of the larger-than-life legend Muhammad Ali. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HEART & SOUL - STORY OF AMERICA & AFRICAN AMERICANS   
NELSON, KADIR  

9780061730740 HC  $17.60  
Told through the unique point of view and intimate voice of a one-hundred-year-old African-
American female narrator, this inspiring book demonstrates that in gaining their freedom and equal 
rights, African Americans helped our country achieve its promise of liberty and justiceτthe true 
heart and soul of our nation. 

 
 
 
 

NELSON MANDELA   
NELSON, KADIR  

9780061783746 HC  $16.00  
In this picture book biography, award-winning author and illustrator Kadir Nelson tells the story of 
Mandela, a global icon, in poignant free verse and glorious illustrations. It is the story of a young 
boy's determination to change South Africa, and of the struggles of a man who eventually became 
the president of his country by believing in equality for all people, no matter the color of their skin. 
Readers will be inspired by Mandela's triumph and his lifelong quest to create a more just world. 
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AFRICANS THOUGHT OF IT 
OPINI, BATHSEBA  

9781554512775 HC  $15.37  
Did you know that aloe vera -- now found in countless products, including sunscreens and soaps -- 
was first used by Africans? They ground it into powder and used it to treat burns and other skin 
conditions, and hunters used it to disguise their scent from animals. They also used the nutritious 
oil from the fruit of the oil palm tree in everything from cooking to medicines to wine. And the 
marimba, better known to us as the xylophone, is believed to have originated 700 years ago in Mali. 
Other unique African innovations include the technique of banana leaf art and using horns -- and 
hairdos! -- to communicate important messages. 

 
 

 
HAND IN HAND   
PINKNEY, ANDREA  

9781423142577 HC  $14.00  
HAND IN HAND presents the stories of ten men from different eras in American history, organized 
chronologically to provide a scope from slavery to the modern day. The stories are accessible, fully-
drawn narratives offering the subjects' childhood influences, the time and place in which they lived, 
their accomplishments and motivations, and the legacies they left for future generations as links in 
the "freedom chain." 

 
 

 
 
LET IT SHINE   
PINKNEY, ANDREA  

9780547906041 PB  $9.60  
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus and sparked a boycott that changed America. 
Harriet Tubman helped more than three hundred slaves escape the South on the Underground 
Railroad. Shirley Chisholm became the first black woman elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. The lives these women led are part of an incredible story about courage in the 
face of oppression; about the challenges and triumphs of the battle for civil rights; and about 
speaking out for what you believe in--even when it feels like no one is listening. 

 
 

 

MARTIN & MAHALIA - HIS WORDS, HER SONG   
PINKNEY, ANDREA  

9780316070133 HC  $12.95  
On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech from the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial, and his strong voice and powerful message were joined and 
lifted in song by world-renowned gospel singer Mahalia Jackson. It was a moment that changed 
the course of history and is imprinted in minds forever. Told through Andrea Davis Pinkney's 

poetic prose and Brian Pinkney's evocative illustration, the stories of these two powerful voices and lives are told side-by-side -- 
as they would one day walk -- following the journey from their youth to a culmination at this historical event when they united 
as one and inspiring kids to find their own voices and speak up for what is right. 
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MARTIN'S BIG WORDS   
RAPPAPORT, DOREEN  

9780786807147 HC  $15.20 
This picture book biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. brings his life and the profound nature of 
his message to young children through his own words. Martin Luther King, Jr., was one of the most 
influential and gifted speakers of all time. Doreen Rappaport uses quotes from some of his most 
beloved speeches to tell the story of his life and his work in a simple, direct way. 

 
 

 

KIDS BOOK OF BLACK CANADIAN HISTORY  
SADLIER, ROSEMARY  

9781554535873 PB  $11.96  
From the first Black person who came to Canada about 400 years ago to the most recent wave of 
African immigrants, Black Canadians have played an important role in our country's history. In this 
informative overview, kids will discover the inspiring stories and events of a people who fought 
oppression as they searched for a place to call their own. Featuring fact boxes, mini-profiles, a 
timeline and more, this book in the acclaimed Kids Book of series offers a glimpse into an often-
overlooked part of Canadian history. 

 
 

 

VIOLA DESMOND WON'T BE BUDGED  
WARNER, JODY  
9780888997791 HC  $15.16  
In Nova Scotia, in 1946, an usher in a movie theatre told Viola Desmond to move from her main 
floor seat up to the balcony. She refused to budge. Viola knew she was being asked to move 
because she was black. After all, she was the only black person downstairs. All the other black 
people were up in the balcony. In no time at all, the police arrived and took Viola to jail. The next 
day she was charged and fined, but she vowed to continue her struggle against such unfair rules. 
She refused to accept that being black meant she couldn't sit where she wanted. 

 
 
 

MOSES: WHEN HARRIET TUBMAN LED HER PEOPLE TO FREEDOM  
WEATHERFORD, CAROLE  

9780786851751 HC  $17.60  
This poetic book is a resounding tribute to Tubman's strength, humility, and devotion. With proper 
reverence, Weatherford and Nelson do justice to the woman who, long ago, earned over and over 
the name Moses. 

 


